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The Foreign Commercial Service of the 
United States Mission to the European 
Union makes every effort to assist US 
businesses to enter the EU market. The 
following addresses questions frequently 
asked by US companies importing textile 
products and garments in the EU. For 
additional information contact a National 
Textile Apparel Team Member. 

 
The National Textile and Apparel Team of the 
U.S. Department of Commerce, U.S. 
Commercial Service, supports the U.S. textile 
and apparel industries export initiatives by 
offering a portfolio of international trade and 
counseling services.    

How can I determine the origin of a 
garment? 

The National Textile and Apparel Team: 
 

 John Schmonsees – team leader  
Tel. 336.333.5345 The origin of the product is established 

according to EU rules. Annex 10 of the 
Community Customs Code (Regulation 
2454/93) provides a detailed list of working 
or processing operations which confer 
originating status to manufactured textile 
products. 

 
Monica Montavon-- deputy team leader 
Tel. 202.482.2257 
 
Leticia Arias—int’l trade specialist 
Tel. 310.235.7201 
 http://europa.eu.int/eur-

lex/en/consleg/main/1993/en_1993R2454_in
dex.html 

Larry Brill – Director, Market Expansion 
Division, OTEXA Tel. 202.482.1856 
 Certificates of origin are established by the 

competent authorities in the country of origin 
of the garment or textile product. Companies 
can find models of certificates of origin on 
the various websites listed at the end of this 
report. 

Kintoya Davis – int’l trade specialist 
Tel. 202.482.4457 
 
Todd DeLelle – int’l trade specialist 
Tel. 202.482.4877 
 

 Jennifer Harrington – int’l trade specialist 
Product Liability and Product Safety Tel. 202.482.0595 
  

Bobby Hines—int’l trade specialist As set out in EU directive 85/374/EEC, (see 
below) the producer is liable for damages 
caused by a defect in his product.  The 
victim must prove the existence of the defect 
and a causal link between defect and injury 
(bodily as well as material).  A reduction of 
liability of the manufacturer is granted in 
cases of negligence on the part of the victim.  
A "development risk" can also free the 
manufacturer from liability.  The statute of 
limitations is ten years.  

Tel. 213.894.4231 
 
Patrice Mickens—field support specialist 
Tel. 803.765.5345 
 
Linda Santucci—int’l trade specialist 
Tel. 305.526.7425 ext. 22 
 
Rochelle Williams—int’l trade specialist 
Tel. 619.557.5899 
 http://europa.eu.int/comm/consumers/policy/

developments/prod_liab/pl01_en.pdf Anastasia Xenias—int’l trade specialist 
Tel. 212.809.2685 
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Do I need an import license and 
how do I obtain one? 
 
Until the implementation in December 31, 
2004 of the ATC, products originating in 
countries subject to EU quotas are required 
to obtain an import authorization. These are 
granted by national licensing authorities in 
the EU member states. One license is valid 
throughout the EU.  
 
To obtain the import license, the exporter 
must provide the following papers:  
1. The original export license (showing the 

date and standardized number) – a very 
important document, without which 
companies will not be granted an import 
authorization 

2. Original country of origin documents 
(please note that both the export license 
and the country of origin papers must be 
supplied on 210x297mm paper, 
weighing no less than 25g/m) 

3. Shipping documents 
4. An invoice 
5. Full information of exporter and importer 

(i.e., contact information, address, VAT 
number etc) 

6. Mention country of consignment 
7. A description of the products, including 

their Combined Nomenclature number 
and their commercial designation 

 
Import licenses are valid for 6 months, and 
may be extended for an extra 3 months 
upon submission of a duly motivated request 
to the national authorities (it is exceptional to 
have the license extended twice). 
 
For information on Argentina, China, Hong 
Kong, India, Indonesia, Laos, Macao, 
Malaysia, Pakistan, Peru, the Philippines, 
Russia, Singapore, South Korea, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, Ukraine, and Vietnam, please 
refer to the following website. Each country 
link is a PDF document containing detailed 
information, including a sample of the forms 
that must accompany the shipment (for the 
country of origin requirements). 
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/trade/goods/
textile/legitext1.htm 
 

 
Does the imported garment have 
to be labeled? 
 
In general, labeling legislation is not entirely 
harmonized throughout the EU. 
 
- Fiber content labeling 
 
As far as labeling is concerned, a 
manufacturer must state fiber content on 
labels as per the Directive 96/74/EC on 
textile names, Official Journal L032, 
February 3, 1997 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/textile/d
ocuments/dir1996_0074en.pdf 
 
As far as using different languages is 
concerned, Directive 96/74/EC encodes the 
various fibers and fiber contents. The 
manufacturer only needs to follow the code 
names stated in the Directive and therefore 
does not need to use any specific EU 
language. 
 
-    Care labeling 
 
Unlike fiber content labeling, there is no 
harmonized EU legislation on care labeling.   
 
It is not mandatory to include care labels 
when exporting to the EU (with the only 
exception of exports to Austria, where care 
labels are mandatory). However, the 
European Textile Association recommends 
the use of care labels as the manufacturer 
can be held liable under another EU 
Directive if a problem occurs (Product 
Liability Directive).   If the manufacturer 
chooses to include care information this 
must be in the form of symbols (ie, ISO care 
labels), not text.   Manufacturers may, 
however, include both.  Those who do 
usually export their garments to other 
continents as well, where text can be 
mandatory.   Furthermore, the manufacturer 
may have to pay a fee to the national 
agency that protects these symbols in the 
country where the garments are marketed.  
Because this is not an EU-wide issue, 
please check with the Commercial Service 
office in the target market.   
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-    European “Eco-label” 
 
An increasingly important but currently not 
required label is the European “Eco-label”, 
created in 1992 to encourage the production 
and consumption of goods and services that 
respect the environment.  This label can be 
obtained for consumer non-food products, 
such as textiles, which generally have a 
significant impact on the environment.    An 
independent organization awards the label 
following ecological criteria that take into 
consideration all the stages in the life of the 
product.  While not required, companies 
may consider this label to improve consumer 
perception of the product.  For more 
information refer to: http://www.eco-
label.com. 
 
- Relevant websites 
 
European Commission Textile website: 
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/trade/goods/
textile/index_en.htm. Companies may 
consult this website for more information on 
the EU’s textile policy, import quotas etc. 
 
European Commission’s SIGL database 
(specialized in textiles): 
http://sigl.cec.eu.int/query.html. This 
database contains detailed information on 
percentages of quotas which have been 
used up, by country and product. For 
information on how much of the quota has 
been used up at any given moment, and a 
full description of textile product categories: 
http://sigl.cec.eu.int/information.html. 
 
US Department of Commerce Office of 
Textiles and Apparel: 
http://otexa.ita.doc.gov/exports/default.stm. 
for exporter-oriented information on EU 
textile legislation. 

U.S. and Chile Conclude Free 
Trade Agreement  
 
After a long hiatus, new free trade 
agreements that will have a significant 
impact on the competitiveness of U.S. 
exports are suddenly sprouting up all across 
the landscape.  The U.S.-Chile Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA), announced Dec. 11, 
2002, makes U.S. goods in Chile more 
competitive with goods originating in the 
European Union and Asia.  The National 
Association of Manufacturers estimates the 
lack of a FTA with Chile has cost U.S. 
exporters nearly $1 billion in annual sales.  
Since the U.S.-Chile FTA will set much of 
the framework for other FTAs now on the 
drawing board, it’s important for export pros 
to study its provisions and position their 
firms to take maximum advantage of the 
new openings.  A second completed FTA, 
announced Jan. 15, 2003, is the U.S.-
Singapore FTA.   Other FTAs currently in 
active negotiation include the U.S.-Central 
American (CAFTA) FTA, expected to be 
completed in 2003; the U.S.-Australia FTA; 
the U.S.-Southern Africa Customs Union 
(SACU) FTA, which includes South Africa; 
and the U.S.-Morocco FTA.  Looming 
behind all these is the Free Trade Area of 
the Americas agreement, embracing 34 
Western Hemisphere nations, scheduled for 
completion by Jan. 2005.  Chile provides 
U.S. exporters with a particularly attractive 
environment:  1) It is easy to finance exports 
in Chile; 2) Chile has the simplest and most 
transparent import regulatory system in Latin 
America; and 3) Chile has the best credit 
rating in Latin America. More information 
can be found at the FTAA official website at 
www.alca-ftaa.org or at the Office of the 
U.S. Trade Representatives website at 
http://www.ustr.gov/.   
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